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Intro^Mction 
INTRODUCTION 
The word 'Education' has a very wide connotation. It is hard to 
define. Education has been considered as a significant instrument in 
improving the status of Women Education for women is considered 
important from the ancient period. According to Vedas, "Women should 
have opportunity to attain knowledge of Vedas from all the four comers". 
In Vedas women has been called 'Updeshtri' of knowledge and this 
indicates women as teachers. 
Education plays an active role in educating women's position and 
promoting their rights in society. With the spread of education among 
women, exploitation and oppression of women will be considerably 
reduced. 
Education does not merely mean the acquisition of knowledge or 
experience but it means the development of habits, attitudes and skills 
which help a person to lead a full and worthwhile life. 
Empowerment as a concept was introduced at the Intemational 
Women's conference at Nairobi in 1985. Empowerment is a process, by 
which women gain greater control over material and intellectual 
resources which assist them to increase their self-reliance and enhance 
them to assert their independent right. 
The educational opportunity provided to women in India has 
produced the fruitful results. So far as Indian women's empowerment is 
concerned, currently we experience a growing participation of women 
almost in every area of human activities in academic circle e.g. we see 
them as pre-primary, research-scholars, profession scientist and so-on. 
Another good illustration, which reflects increasing influential potential 
of women are mushrooming in medicine. Engineering law, civil, 
administration and business, sports, politics, space and in armed forces 
even etc. This change in their nature of work has resulted in financial 
independence of women, which either directly or indirectly has 
contributed to the empowerment of women. They are now in better 
position to gain control over their lives and their environment in general. 
Study Area: 
Aligarh district is one of the highly developed, prosperous and 
agriculturally advocated district of Western U.P. the town is located in 
the east from Delhi at the distance of 135 Kms. in the north from Agra at 
the distance of 85 Kms. and towards west from Kanpur at 288 ICms. It is 
on main track of railways as well as roadways. 
Aligarh is one of the important districts of Uttar Pradesh (U.P.), 
located in the north westem part in the fertile region of Ganga and 
Yamuna, known as Doab. Topographically, the district represent a 
shallow trough like appearance, Geologically Aligarh District forms a 
part of the Indo-Gangetic Plain which came into existence in the 
Pleistocene Period. 
The Density of rural population of Aligarh district are mainly 
influenced by soil fertility, agricultural and Industrial development and 
the development of transport facility. 
Aligarh district is well served by road and railways. The focal point 
of the district is Aligarh city from where communication arteries radiate 
to every comer of the district is the famous Grand Trunk Road which 
passes through the district of Aligarh. It has played an important role in 
the progress and prosperity of Aligarh District. 
Concept of Women Education and Empowerment 
Education gives women the knowledge to understand that they 
have the potential, that they are entitled to basic rights and demand and 
seek them. For women to be self-reliant, it is primary that she understands 
the need for education and it is educated enough to understand the 
consequences of her actions. That women need education does not only 
mean that she is entitled to basic education; it means she is entitled to 
education of the highest degree which will help her value her own 
potential and achieve her dreams. Further, from the human development 
point of view, it transpires that it is only education which gives one the 
knowledge about health care and in turn improves his or her life span 
through decent standard of living. 
Women constitute half of the total population in the world and they 
perform an estimated 60 percent of the worlds work but own only one 
percent of the world's income. Further they are denied with the right to 
education, intellectual obscurantism in the patriarchal society. Even 
though they are contributing for the national development, their work is 
unrecognized and uncounted. They lagged behind in all spheres of life 
and suffering from chronic malnutrition, hygiene in the home and 
ignorance heightens their conditions. 
Recognizing their potentialities and to convert them as active 
human resources, the Govemment of India has formulated and 
implemented education and welfare programmes. Inspite of these efforts 
their position has not altered significantly. An attempt has been made to 
document the various strategies adapted for women sustainable education 
and their empowerment. 
Education is derived from the Latin word "Educatum" which means to 
draw out, to faster growth and to develop. Hence the modem concept of 
education means to develop the inherent capacities of a child in the social 
environment. 
With all complexities and wide education, however, has been 
defined by different scholars of different items in different ways. 
According to Plato "Education develops in the body and in the soul 
(of the Pupil) all the beauty all the perfection which he is capable of. 
Aristotle Speaks of education as "the creation of a sound mind in a 
sound body." Mahatma Gandhi speaks of education as, "By education, I 
mean an all round drawing out of the best in the child and man body, 
mind and spirit. 
Napolean has said "If you give me a well educated mother, I will 
give you a better nation". 
Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru says, "education of a boy is the 
education of one person but education of a girl is the education of the 
entire family. 
On the empowerment of women Pandit Nehru once said "To 
awaken the people it is women who must be awakened, once she is on the 
move, the family moves the villages moves and the nation moves." 
According to Pillai (1995) "empowerment is an active multi-
dimensional process which enables women to realize their full identity 
and power in all spheres of life. 
According to Batliwala and Malhotra "Empowerment is a process, 
by which women gain greater control over, material and intellectual 
resources which will assist them to assert their independent and the 
gender based discrimination against women. 
Objectives: 
The basic objectives of this study are: 
1. To study the percentage of educated and uneducated Muslim 
women in the area. 
2. To study the level of education amongst the educated women. 
3. To know the family structure of the respondent. 
4. To know the income of the family and the percentage of women 
involved in the economic development. 
5. To examine the rate of employment amongst Muslim women and 
the type of work. 
Data Base: 
The present study is of rural area, the urban cities/area or townships 
need much more extensive survey due to diversity. Therefore, it will be 
taken up in Ph.D. and a comparative comprehensive study of rural/urban 
will be valuable and interesting picture. 
The data were collected both from primary and secondary sources. 
Data from primary sources have been collected through: 
i. Field survey 
ii. Household survey 
iii. Interview with respondent specially Muslim women. 
iv. Discussion with Government officials. 
The field work has done by the writer during the year 2008. For 
getting accurate information, the Muslim women households were visited 
frequently. A questionnaire (appendix-I) was designed to collect the 
relevant information related to socio-economic condition of Muslim 
women. Sufficient care was taken to make the questionnaire 
communicable to the respondent. The respondents for household 
questionnaire were heads or important persons of the household. Data 
from secondary sources have been collected primarily from various 
bulletins. 
i. Districts Census Handbook of Aligarh. (1961, 1971, 1981, 
1991, 2001) pubUshed by directorate of Census operation 
Lucknow, U.P. 
ii. Sankhya Patrika (Statistical Bulletin Year Wise from 1961-
2001) published by District Statistics office, Aligarh. 
Methodology: 
The present study is based on primary data which is collected by 
the field survey of the sampled household of the selected villages. These 
villages have been selected by the random sampling procedure. 12 
villages have been taken from 12 blocks i.e., 01 Muslim dominated 
village from each block. 30 households have been selected from each 
village which means present study includes 360 household. The 
information about the household is collected through direct questionnaire 
method. 
While secondary source of data is also used from: 
• District census Handbook, Aligarh. 
• Nagar Nigam Office, Aligarh. 
• Suchana and Jansampark Vibhag Aligarh. 
The various determinants for which questions from respondents were 
asked relates to socio-cultural, economic and demographic such as 
education, decision making and family size. 
All these data which are collected through questionnaire were 
converted into percentage using statistical techniques. All the data are 
converted into simple percentages. The statistical technique were used to 
analyse the data in simplest form and easily converted into theoretical 
way in order to access the status of women education and empowerment 
and the interrelationship among the different variables of empowerment 
and education among Muslim women. 
The results of the analysis have also been presented in the forms of 
tables and diagrams. 
The present study of M. Phil work leading to Ph.D. has been 
organized into following chapters. 
The first chapter deals with the introduction. 
The second chapter is geographical setting of Aligarh District. 
The third chapter deals with the determinants of women education 
and empowerment. 
The fourth chapter is related with the women education and 
empowerment in selected villages. 
The fifth chapter deals with conclusion and suggestions. 
Review of Literature 
The review of previous researches is an essential pre requisite for 
the actual planning and execution of any research work. For this reason 
every well planned research is preceded by a review of needed of 
literature. It acquaints the researcher with current knowledge in the field 
in which the investigator himself/herself is going to conduct the research. 
A resume of related of literature conducted in the field of development of 
women education presented in the chapter. The related literature has been 
collected from various surveys, books and international abstracts. 
Abdullah (1997): in the article "Educational backwardness of Muslim 
women" expressed his views that still the Muslim women 
are backward based on the survey conducted by Hamdard 
Educational Society, Delhi. The data indicated that only 
purdah is an obstruction to women's education. He advises 
that education is the best asset a mother can give her 
daughter. 
Acharya (1984): has studied the relation between agrarian structure of the 
rural society and education has been emphasized while 
examining the differential responses of different strata of 
rural society towards the existing programme of elementary 
education. 
Ahmad (1987): in the paper has made an attempt to deal with the 
educational development of the minority communities in 
India. 
Anjali Gandhi (2006): has attempted to explain that Gender Equahty and 
Women Empowerment are no longer considered 
supplementary but central to the practice of development. 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam (2006): "Empowering women is a requisite from 
creating a good nation, when women are empowered, society 
with stability is assumed. Empowerment of women is 
essential as their thoughts and their value system lead to the 
development of a good society and ultimately a good 
nation". 
Avalos B. (1995): Outlines gender differentiates in health and education, 
employment and participation in decision making and 
discusses current initiatives to improve gender equity and 
women's participation in and benefit from development. 
Aziz T. (1997): in her article "Education and Muslim Girls", the adverse 
situation of Muslim girls education. According to her, still 
the Muslims are educationally most backward. Certain 
measures were suggested to overcome the present situation. 
Bhatnagar (1972): studied social change in relation to education. This 
study was designed to investigate the impact of education on 
some social institutions viz. joint family, marriage 
occupation and education of some rural communities. 
Chattopadhyay Arundhati (2006): in his articles "Empowering women" 
explains the objectives of gender budgeting i.e., it will be 
fulfilled only when it reaches the needy and deprived 
women. 
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Kumar Utpal and Ghosh Nath Bhola (2004): reveals that the main 
concern was to bring women out of the boundary of four 
walls and to wider their role beyond child and family care of 
the wider aspects of socio economic and cultural 
development of the society. 
Dhamija and Panda (2006): argue that education is central to the process 
of sustainable development. The role of education in 
empowerment is not only learning of 3R's (reading, writing 
and arithmetic) but includes raising awareness, critical 
analysis of various structures and acquiring knowledge for 
empowerment at all levels. 
Durrani (1986): Conducted a study on "A plan of Muslim Educational 
Reform" and found that about 50% of Muslim Women were 
in favour of joining co-educational institutions. 
Fatima (2001): conducted a study on "The attitude of Muslim Women 
towards Education and Employment". It was found that all 
the Muslim women considered that education was needed 
for developing self-confidence and for improving their status 
in Indian society. 
Freundlieb H. (1995): incorporates in his studies that Socio Economic 
and spatial development causes a lot disadvantages for 
women. 
Gorimar D.H. (1980): 'Women's education', its forms methods and 
effects as reflected in the works of the major women 
novelties of nineteenth century. 
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Gowda Chandra M.J. (2005): in their work reveals that promoting gender 
equality and empowering women is an important agenda of 
the Millennium Development as it is considered as the third 
importance goal. Women are the primary caregivers in 
almost all societies. Thus their education contributes more to 
the health and education contributes more to the health and 
education of the next generation than does that of men-even 
more so when women also have a strong day in family 
decision. 
Hashmi W.H. (1972): conducted a research on the conditions of Muslim 
women's education in Andhra Pradesh before independence, 
exclusive schools and this is the reason why Muslim women 
are not educated in Andhra Pradesh. Before independence, 
exclusive schools and this is the reason why Muslim women 
are not educated in Andhra Pradesh than any other state in 
India. 
I.J.S. Jaswal and Sushma Jaswal (2007): in this paper tries to connect the 
relationship between the two terms and also explains the 
route to empowerment. Women workers find industrial 
employment a passport to empowerment. 
Indu-Kumari (1979): carried out a study in Kerala and found that 
education of Muslim women was low due to the absence of 
favourable male towards female and a strong belief in the 
traditional role women as a housewife. 
Jaya Arunachalam and U. Kalpagam (2006): made an attempt to take 
stock of contemporary challenges in rural Women's 
12 
Empowerment in India and suggested viable solution 
through a process of networking and dialogue to evolve a 
coherent perspective for the region. 
Joshi (2000) in article on Education Development in India: observed that 
there were wide spatial variations in the distribution of 
Crude Literacy Rate, (CLR) Female Literacy Rate (FLR), 
Index of Deprivation (lOD) and Education Development 
Index (EDI) in India. 
Kapur (1970): observed that though many of the working women accept 
their dual roles. They normally received little help from 
husbands in carrying out their two fold duties. 
K.K. Singh (2006): The women's movement and a under spread network 
of non government organizations which have strong 
grassroots presence and deep insight into women's concerns 
are contributed in inspiring initiatives for the empowerment 
of women. 
K. Subbarao and L. Raney (1995): In this article he examined the role of 
female secondary education relative to and in combination 
with health and family planning programmes and policies 
that reduce fertility and infant mortality. 
Malathi Ramanathan (2004): in this article charts the growth of Shri 
Mahila Griha Udyog Lijjat Papad, from its inception to the 
present, when its role as a vital avenue for promoting 
women's empowerment has been recognized. Empowerment 
as envisaged by the Shri Mahila Griha Udyog Lijjat Papad, 
however, is more than mere boosting of women's earning 
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capabilities. It enables an assertion of all the other rights and 
a space for herself in a patriarchal society. 
Mandal, Aman, (2004): In this paper intends to look into different 
dimensions of empowerment, the nature of gender relations 
that is contested to be corrected and consequently 
crystallized and the transformation if at all, that is going on 
or tangible gains visible in the sphere of gender equality and 
justice. 
Niepa (1986): Women Education in India: The study was conducted with 
a view to identifying backward district of female education. 
R.C.; (2005): reveals that Education is regarded as the key factor is 
overcoming the barriers that women face and the basic tool 
for empowering women and bringing them into the main 
path of development. 
Rosario, Del V.O. (1995): conducted a study that the progress has come 
about rather spontaneously nor as a result of governments 
benevolence, but through sustained feminist engagement 
both form within and outside government bureaucracies 
while 'mainstreaming of gender' appears to be a movements, 
policy makers remain influenced by durable sexist 
assumptions. 
Rose P. (1975): conducted a study that there has been an absolute decline 
in female enrollment rates in a number of adjusting countries 
over this period. The gap between male and female 
enrollment rates has narrowed on average for both the group 
of countries that have undertaken adjustment group of 
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countries, however the closing of the gender gap is due to 
the average male enrollment rate, whereas for the non 
adjusting group of countries the gap has narrowed due to an 
increase in the average of both male and female enrollment 
rates. 
R.K. Samanta and G. Aneeja (2005): tries to explain empowering rural 
women through entrepreneurship development. They 
incorporated Indian National Policy for the Empowerment of 
women 2001, which had stressed the need to mainstream. 
"Gender perceptive" in the process of development and 
envisages women specific interventions, where there are 
currently gaps in policies and programmes. 
R.K. Samanta (2005): attempted to explain the basic realities of 
development are not to be seen through the tremendous 
visible growth in the cities and the increment of purchasing 
power of urban dwellers. 
But the social, economic and personal living constraints in 
the rural areas and particularly with its women folk are the 
stark realities of what kind of development have happened 
over the decades in true sense. 
R.K. Samanta (2005): incorporated in his book that in most of the 
developing countries today, more and more emphasis is laid 
on the need for development of women and their active 
participation that apart from managing household, bearing 
children, rural women bring income with productive 
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activities ranging from traditional work in the fields to 
working in factories or running small and petty business. 
Raghunatha (1986): conducted a case study on "Changing Status of 
Educational Working Women". Major findings of the study 
were higher education and professional degree motivated 
women to work. 72% of the parents and 92% of the 
husbands of working women were had no objection if their 
wives, daughters and daughter-in-law sought employment. 
R.B.S. Verma, H.S. Verma and Rajkumar Singh: has attempted to explain 
Empowerment of weaker sections in India. It provides the 
concept of empowerment and its relationship with the 
profession of social work, characteristics, concerns and 
contributors of the civil society organizations for 
empowerment of the weaker sections. 
Samiuddin A. (1997): expressed her views under the article "Education of 
Indian Muslim Women" by saying that inspite of half 
hearted efforts the situation of female literacy among 
Muslim is not very discourage. Now women are realizing the 
importance of education and that status can change only 
through education. 
Spaeth (1977) concluded that a year of schooling is apparently worth 
about the same amount of occupational status for a woman 
as a man. 
J.S. Light (1995): In his article argues that electronic networks, bulletin 
boards, online concerns and other computer-mediated 
communications emphasizing women's issues can recast 
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traditional nations of the computer and its relationship with 
women. 
Scheyvens. R.. Assumed that the educated, urban based minority of 
women will push for change for women. In fact, these 
women's voices have been quickened and it is to rural areas 
that we must turn if we wish to witness a movement for 
change amongst women. There is a new form of feminist 
steering in the villages. 
Sheetal Sharma (2006): conducted in her study that empowerment is 
taking place at so many levels that it is difficult to gauge the 
actual nature and extent of empowerment in improving 
status of women. 
S.B. Verma (2006): has ventured to take up this per suit. He has portrayed 
the pattern of decision making by rural women and their 
participation in farm and home activities besides other social 
economic per suits. 
Saiyed and Narain (1990): in their work "Problem of Education of 
Muslim Women in Delhi" made an attempt to focus attention 
on the problems of Muslim women in relation to their 
education and employment. 
T.C. Martha (1995): In this article presents an updated overview of the 
relationships between women's education and fertility. The 
analysis confirms that higher education is consistently 
associated with lower fertility. The study also examines the 
impact of female education on age at marriage, family size 
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preference, and contraceptive use. It confirms that education 
enhances women's ability to make reproductive choices. 
Utpal Kumar De and Bhola Nath (2004): in their paper emphasized on the 
fact that the need for Women Empowerment assumed special 
significance in the social and economic analysis of developed 
and developing economics. 
Wasey A. (1997): in an article, "Realising the importance of female 
education" highlighted the attempts by the Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan, Sheikh Abdullah and Nawab Mohsinul Mulk for 
Muslim women's education. After evaluating the present 
situation of Muslim women education, he concluded that 
illiteracy in lower castes was 85% and main priority was given 
to marriage. He suggests that Muslims should establish special 
institution for girls due to which revaluation and economy and 
Muslim society may be possible. 
Waylen. G, (1995): In this article attempt made by feminist to engage with, 
the state through an analysis of SERNAM, the children 
women's bureau established in 1990 by the centre left civilian 
government. It argues that it is impossible to understand 
SERNAMS achievements without placing the analysis in the 
wider context of the children transition to democracy 
characterized by negotiated packets and the lack of a radical 
agenda for change. 
Yojana (2006): Women's empowerment is a holistic concept which entails 
adequate resource allocation in all areas including health, 
education, water sanitation and nutrition sustained 
employment, access to credit and asset ownership, skills. 
18 
research and design technology and pohtical participation 
further regional imbalances have to be corrected. 
Y. Indira, Kumari and B. Sambasiva Rao (2005): conducted a study that 
women's participation is not only essential to economic 
development, but it will also have a transformative effect on 
the goals of both economic and social development. Women's 
participation thus does not mean simply increasing women 
members or integrating them into existing development 
models, rather it is part of the process of empowerment and a 
way to make development policies and programmes more 
people centered. 
Y, Indira Kumari and Sambasiva (2005): has pointed out that Empowerment 
of Women is the key route for the development of any society. 
This is more true in case of agrarian societies where women, 
have often been neglected and their productive potential has 
remained untapped. The paradigm shift from women as 
recipient of state bonanza to agency approach where women 
are considered equal to men capable of contributing to the 
economic development is the recent occurrence in the 
development area. 
Zainub R. (1997): presents the Muslim women educational status in Uttar 
Pradesh in the article "Muslim women and education" in U.P. 
perspective. The present female education in Uttar Pradesh was 
analyzed and it was observed that education of Muslim women 
is necessary for the progress of community. Therefore, she 
suggested door to door campaigning in slums and villages of 
Muslim area to make them aware to continue education. 
19 
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Geograpl^kal Setting of Aligarl^ 
District 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
The ancient history of Aligarh is obscure and it is difficult to 
attempt a connected account. Explorations in the late 19* century 
conducted by Alexander Cunningham and Fuhrer, as well as recent 
explorations conducted under the auspices of the Department of History, 
Aligarh Muslim University, shed some light on the ancient cultural 
history of the district, though rather unevenly without much coherence. 
These explorations have shown that the settlement of this region goes 
back to at least the beginning of the second millennium BC. The earliest 
culture is characterized by the presence of Black and Red Ware. The 
district is quite rich in cultural deposits of Painted Grey Ware and its 
associated wares. Archaeological findings demonstrate that the region 
was extensively inhabited from the early historical period onwards. The 
remains of Sunga, Kushana and post-Gupta periods have been found in 
plenty. Temple images of lO"^  and 11* century are still worshipped in 
several villages of the district. Buddha and Jain statutes are found in the 
district. (Siddiqui, 1975: 2-3). 
The district is named after its headquarters town Aligarh which was 
called Kol or Koil till 18* century, "According to the Copper Plate Grant, 
dated 1 144 A.D., Kaila (Koil) was the name of a village (gram or gaon). 
Later on under the Sultans of Delhi, it gained the status of the 
headquarters of a Shiqq (District) and still later, under the Mughals that 
of a sarkar within the suba or province of Agra. The origin of the name of 
Koil is obscure. According to the local tradition the name was given to 
the place by Balram who slew here the great Asura (Demon), Kola, and 
with the assistance of Ahirs, subdued this part of the Doab. 
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Mohammadgarh, Sabitgarh, Ramgarh, and Aligarh have been the 
different names successively assigned to Koil at different times. The last 
three names were actually given to the Fort built about three miles to the 
north of the city. The name Aligarh was conferred on it by Najaf Khan 
during the last quarter of the 18 century. The English after their 
occupation in 1803 extended the name of the Fort to the city itself 
(Siddiqui, 1975:1). 
It was well known till the 18th century by the earlier name of Kol 
or Koil. After the British occupation of Aligarh in 4 September 1803, the 
present Aligarh district was formed in 1804, the British Govemment rule 
over Aligarh District. As in form of District; Aligarh Developed in 1804 
and C. Rasal was appointed as the first collector of this District. 
LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES 
Aligarh is located in the northwestern part of the Uttar Pradesh 
(U.P.) in the fertile region of Ganga and Yamuna, known as Doab. In the 
world map the geographical location of Aligarh district is in North 
Eastern Hemisphere. It extends from 27° 29' N latitude to 28° 11' N 
latitude and 77° 29' E longitudes to 78° 38' E longitudes. And its distance 
from mean sea level is 190 meters or 611.62 feet. Between Ganga Jamuna 
Doab this district spread over 3700.4 sq. kms. 
Aligarh District bounded by, the north boundary is purely 
conventional and touches the district of Bulandshahar; the extreme north-
eastern boundary is formed by the river Ganga which separates Aligarh 
from Badaun district whereas the extreme north-western boundary is 
formed by the river Yamuna which separates Aligarh from Gurgaon 
district of Haryana state. On the east and the south-east lies the district of 
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Hathras; and Etah district in the east and south part. On the south-west 
lies the district of Mathura; and on the west it is separated from Haryana 
by the river Yamuna. 
The district has a total area of 3700 sq Kms.and a population of 
2992286 persons (2001). The maximum extent of the district from east to 
west 116 kms and north to south is about 62 kms with the carving out of a 
large part of Aligarh district is now dominated by an east-west protrusion. 
From the administrative point of view, the district has been divided into 5 
tehsils namely- Atrauli, Gabhana, Khair, Koil, and Iglas. These tehsils are 
further subdivided into 12 development blocks namely Atrauli, Gangiri, 
Bijauli, Jawan, Chandaus, Khair, Tappal, Dhanipur, Lodha, Akrabad, 
Iglas, and Gonda. Which include 1181 villages. 
The district of Aligarh forms a part of Ganga-Yamuna Doab. 
Opinions are a fore deep formed in the front of the resistant mass of the 
peninsula when the Tethyan sediments were trusted south-west and 
compressed against them. Sir Sydney Burrad considers it to be a rift 
valley bounded by parallel faults on either side. The third view regards it 
as a sag in the crust a formed between north ward drifting. Indian sub 
continent is made up of comparatively soft sediments accumulative in the 
Tethyan Basin when the latter were crumpled and lifted into a mountain 
system. 
Another view held at present is that has been formed by the 
buckling down of northern border of the peninsula should beneath the 
sediments thrust over it from the north. Stratigraphically, the Ganga 
Yamuna Doab is built up of layer sands and clays filling up a deep 
depression between the peninsulas and the Himalayas. As far as the 
thickness of the sediments overiying the Doab is concern, different 
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estimation has been made. Oldham estimated the depth of sediments in 
Doab between 4000-6000 ml 
(Mapl: Location of U.P. in India and that of district Aligarh in U.P.) 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL DIVISION: 
The Topographical features of Aligarh District are similar to those 
found in other parts of the Ganga-Yamuna Doab. Viewed as a whole, the 
district is a plain of remarkable fertile plain sloping gently from the north 
to the south east. Longitinally the level surface is varied by several 
depressions formed by the river valley and natural drainage lines. The 
elevations consist merely of slight ridges of sand. 
From the low Khandar of the Ganga river in the east, the level of 
the district rises sharply to the high uplands through the centre of the 
district a broad belt of low lying land runs from North west to south east. 
It is believed to be a part of a very extensive low lying tract which runs 
through the centre of Doab, parallel the rivers Ganga and Yamuna. This 
tract is characterized by imperfect drainage and numerous jhils in which 
the surface rises again into a level plain known as western uplands. In the 
north-west, the general characteristic of the Doab are maintained. While 
the south west of the district is a sandy tracts with practically no 
depression are formed. 
Topographically, the district represents a shallow trough like 
appearance. Geologically, Aligarh District forms a part of the Indo-
Gangetic plain which came into existence in the Pleistocene period. 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
Aligarh had undergone various administrative changes since its 
inception in 1804. At present the form the administrative point of view, it 
comprises northernmost portion of Agra Division and the district is 
divided into five Tehsils namely, Koil, Khair, Gabhana, Atrauh and Iglas 
for the purpose of land record keeping land revenue collection. Judicial 
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administration etc. These Tehsils are further sub-divided into 12 
Development block namely: Atrauli, Gangiri, Bijauli, Jawan, Chandus, 
Khair, Tappal, Dhanipur, Lodha, Akrabad, Iglas and Gonda, is the grass 
root level state agency for the formulation of various programmes of the 
development and for the implementation of various developmental 
schemes of central and state. Tehsil wise names of these blocks are given 
below. 
Table 1: List of Tehsils and the respective Blocks in Aligarh 
S.No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
Name of Tehsil 
Koil 
Khair 
Gabhana 
Atrauli 
Iglas 
Name of Block 
Lodha, Jawan Akrabad and 
Dhanipur 
Khair and Tappal 
Chandaus, Jawan 
Atrauli, Bijauli and Gangiri 
Iglas and Gonda 
Source: Census of India 2001 
Three-tier system of local self-govemance is introduced in post 
Independence India on the recommendation of Balwant Rai Mehta 
committee in 1959 for the purpose of decentralizing democracy and 
promoting political participation of people. Panchayats has been given 
more powers by the constitutions 73"^*^  and 74* amendment. In every 
district of Uttar Pradesh this system exists. Thus district Aligarh has the 
position of Zilla Panchayat Adayaksha at district level, Block: Pramukh 
at block level and Gram Pradhan at village level. At present Aligarh 
district has 853 Gram Panchayat. In urban areas of the district Aligarh 
City has the status of Municipal Corporation; there are two municipalities 
in the district namely Khair and Atrauli and nine town areas or Nagar 
Panchayat in the district. 
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Table 2: Land use pattern of Aligarh District 
(2001-2002) 
S.No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Land use 
Land put to non-agricultural uses 
Barren and uncultivated 
Cultivable waste land 
Other follow 
Permanent pastures and grazing 
land 
Forest/groves, trees, crops 
Current follow 
Net sown area 
District total area 
Area (Lakh 
hect.) 
0.34 
0.11 
0.07 
0.09 
0.02 
0.03 
0.04 
3.00 
7.4 
Percentage 
9.19 
3.24 
1.90 
2.43 
0.54 
0.81 
1.35 
80.54 
100.00 
Source: Sankhiyaki Patrika, 2002, Page 30-31 
B. SOCIO-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT 
Habitat and culture are closely inter-related phenomena. A culture 
is built with the materials of the habitat and the habitat in turn is 
profoundly influenced by the cultural traits of its inhabitants. Culture of a 
region is associated with man-environment relationship. 
GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 
The total population of Aligarh district according to the latest 
census 2001 is 2990388 as compared to the total population of whole of 
Uttar Pradesh which stands at 166, 052, 8. The Decadal population 
growth rate of Aligarh district reveals that during the first two decades of 
20* century the population actually decreased and the rate was negative. 
During 1901-1911 it was -3 and in the subsequent decade (1911-1921), 
further dropped and stood at -9. After 1921, the growth rate has been 
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increasing steadily except for the decade 1941-51 when the growth rate 
showed down a little and in the last 1991-2001 it has again showed down. 
If the downward trend continues in the coming decades, only then we can 
hope for a better population situation in the area. 
As per Census of India 2001, district Aligarh has a total population of 
2,992,286.Tehsil -wise distribution of population of the district is given 
as follows: Koil (1373814); Khair (372970); Gabhana (78116); Atrauli 
(628087); and Iglas (339299). Thus Tehsil Koil is the largest in terms of 
population. 
Table 3: Tehsil wise Rural-urban Distribution population of Aligarh 
district 
S.NO. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
Name of 
Tehsil 
Koil 
Khair 
Gabhana 
Atrauli 
Iglas 
Total District 
Persons 
1,373,814 
372,970 
278,116 
628,087 
339,299 
2,992,286 
Rural 
649,439 
328,330 
264,364 
563,512 
321,947 
2127592 
Per 
cent 
47.27 
88.03 
95.06 
89.72 
94.89 
71.10 
Urban 
724,375 
44,640 
13,752 
64,575 
17,352 
864694 
Per 
cent 
52.73 
11.97 
4.94 
10.28 
5.11 
28.90 
Source: Uttar Pradesh, Census of India 2001. 
When we look over the rural-urban breakup of the population, as it 
is found that the largest number of the population lived in the Aligarh 
district in tehsil Kol but it is interesting to note that the lowest in per cent 
of rural living population (47.27) as compromise to the district as a whole 
the here the urban living people are as high as 52.73 per cent against only 
28.90 percent district as a whole. It is mainly due to the large share of 
population of Aligarh city in Kol tehsil. On the other hand the highest 
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share of rural population in the district in the Gabhana tehsil (95.06 per 
cent) follows by Iglas where only 5.11 per cent populations are living in 
urban areas. As a whole district 71.10 percent populations are living in 
the rural areas. 
Table 4 shows the distribution of rural population in Blocks of 
Aligarh District, It shows an uneven pattern marked by considerable 
contrasts. The large size of population found in Gangiri Block that is 1, 
96,257 which lowest population in Akrabad and Iglas that is 1,22.466 and 
1,27.126 respectively. 
Table 4: Block wise distribution and density of rural population in 
Aligarh District (2002) 
S.No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
Blocks 
Tappal 
Chandaus 
Khair 
Jawan 
Lodha 
Dhanipur 
Gonda 
Iglas 
Atrauli 
Bijauli 
Gangiri 
Akrabad 
District Total 
Rural Area 
(Sq.Km) 
388.77 
318.71 
321.30 
286.58 
280.44 
253.39 
280.69 
251.07 
296.74 
244.17 
340.68 
283.67 
3546.24 
Population 
(Rural) 
1,55,646 
1,48,406 
1,44,360 
1,76,187 
1,60,114 
3,44,371 
1,38,455 
1,27,126 
1,64,313 
1,32,593 
1,96,257 
1,22,466 
18,10,294 
Density 
(Persons/Sq. 
Km) 
400 
465 
449 
614 
570 
569 
493 
506 
553 
543 
576 
431 
510 
(Source: Statistical Bulletin, Aligarh District 2002) 
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DENSITY OF POPULATION: 
The average density of population in the district is 654 persons per 
sq. km. in 1991 this increase to 798 in 2001. While the average density of 
rural population for the whole district is 510 in 1991. The highest rural 
density 614 persons per Sq- km were recorded for Jawan Block, while the 
lowest rural density of 400 persons per sq. km was recorded for Tappal. 
Through Table it is find out that central and eastern part of district having 
high density as compared with the western parts of district. 
The Density of rural population of Aligarh district are mainly 
influenced by soil fertility, agricultural and Industrial development and 
the development of transport facility. 
SEX RATIO 
The sex ratio is the number of females per 1000 males. The sex 
structure of Aligarh district shows a dominance of male population. The 
sex ratio of Aligarh district is 845 in 1991 and now in 2001, it stands at 
861. The disparity in population of the two sexes is higher in rural areas 
as compared with the urban areas. According to 1991 census, after refresh 
boundaries of district in 1998 the sex ratio was 837 in rural and 868 in 
urban areas. 
RELIGION AND CUSTOMS: 
Religion plays an important role in Aligarh for it influences the 
breeding, education, customs, habits, marriage, profession and the design 
and structure of the residential houses, religion has also influences 
architecture, as for example mosque grow up predominantly Muslim 
locality and Temple in Hindu area. Whereas Gurudwara in Sikhs 
localities and Church in Christian areas. Forming conspicuous featured in 
the landscape of the city, Jama mosque is situated at Upper Kot in 
Aligarh which is in Muslim locality, while temples surrounds the Achal 
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Tank in Hindu areas of Aligarh town. Hindi and Urdu are the main 
languages which are spoken in the district. 
The Census of India (2001) provides religion-wise population at 
the district level. As regards the religious composition District has the 
domination of Hindu and Muslims. According to 2001 census, Hindu, 
constitute 81.49 per cent of the total population while Muslims only 
17.78 per cent and the rest 0.69 per cent is consist of Sikhs, Christians, 
Buddhists and others. 
Table 5: Religion wise population of the district Aligarh 
Community 
Hindu 
Muslim 
Christian 
Sikh 
Buddhists 
Jain 
Others 
Total 
Population 
2438496 
531956 
4187 
8145 
5093 
3357 
34 
2991268 
Per cent 
81.49 
17.78 
0.14 
0.27 
0.17 
0.11 
0.00 
99.96 
Source: Uttar Pradesh, Census of India 2001, "Report on Religion Data", 
Series 10, 2005 
LANGUAGE 
According to the Statistical Bulletin, Table 10, (2002) the main 
languages spoken in the district is Hindi and Urdu. According to 2001 
census about 92.70% of population spoken Hindi because the Hindi is the 
mother tongue while urdu is followed by 7.03% of population. 
In district the main festivals are Bid, Holi, Diwali, Rakshabandhan 
etc. In a city Christmas celebration is common. 
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C. ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 
Economic development of an area is based on the literacy rate, 
occupation of peoples, Agricultural, Industry and Transportation 
development. 
LITERACY 
Literacy of an area shows the level of development, if more 
population is literate it means the development going on. In Aligarh 
District the literacy rate is continuously increase since 1951. In year, 
1971 the literacy rate is 24.9 percent, 45 per cent in 1991 and according 
to 2001 census 58 per cent population of District Aligarh is literate. This 
literacy level of the district is one percentage more than the average 
literacy level of Uttar Pradesh i.e. 57%. There is a gap of 7-percentage 
point between the literacy level of rural and urban areas. Rural areas of 
the district have literacy level of 56 per cent whereas the literacy level of 
urban areas is 63 percent. 
Table 6: Total Literacy Rate of Rural-Urban People 
Male 
Female 
Total 
Literate 
Total 
Person 
1420604 
938492 
482112 
Percent (%) 
58.48 
71.71 
43.03 
People and Literacy Rate 
Rural 
Person 
667517 
298491 
966008 
Percent 
(%) 
72.19 
38.04 
56.51 
Urban 
Person 
270975 
183621 
454596 
Percent 
70.55 
54.68 
63.15 
Source: Uttar Pradesh, Census of India 2001 
The literacy rate of males is higher than the females. Gender gap in 
literacy level of the district is quite significant 71 per cent males and only 
43 per cent females are literate. Thus there exists 28-percentage point 
gender gap in the level of literacy. This gap further increased to 34% in 
rural areas where only 38% female are literate. This gap has narrowed 
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down to 16-percentage point in urban areas where 70% males and 54% 
females are literate. 
ECONOMY 
District Aligarh is well known for manufacturing the different 
types of locks used in building doors, automobiles, V.I.P. suitcases, 
wooden and steel fumiture etc. due to which Aligarh possess an important 
position in the industrial map of India and Aligarh is known as "Tala 
Nagri" (City of Locks). Locks and hardware industries are the main 
industries of AUgarh. Recently manufacturing of Glass beads has 
emerged as an important craft in the district. Manufacturing units of lock, 
hardware, brassware and glass beads are mostly located in urban areas 
especially in the city Aligarh. Despite the existence of these small scale 
industries/home based industries, only 7% workers of the district, as per 
Census of India 2001, are household industrial workers (see table 3.7). 
Large numbers of workers are agricultural workers (20%) and cultivators 
(32%), This shows that agriculture is the most important sector of 
economy, providing employment in the district. The category of other 
workers is deceptive as it includes white-collar occupations on the one 
hand and blue-collar workers like rickshaw pullers and construction site 
workers, daily wage earners on the other hand. Therefore the percentage 
of Other Workers (41%) has increased in the district because large 
numbers of people are daily wage earners in unorganized sector of 
economy. 
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OCCUPATION 
Economic development is also based upon the Economic activity 
or occupation of the peoples in an area. Table: show the occupation 
structure of population, according to 1991 census. This table indicates 
that 
Table 7: Occupational Structure of Population in Aligarh District 
(2002) 
S.NO. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
Occupation 
Cultivators 
Agricultural Labourers 
Live stock, forestry, fishing etc. 
Manufacturing, other hand household industries 
Mining 
Household industry 
Construction 
Trade and commerce 
Transport, storage and communication 
Other services 
District/Total 
Main workers 
(in %) 
41.73 
21.64 
1.04 
9.20 
0.02 
2.41 
1.66 
7.79 
2.35 
12.16 
100.00 
Source: Sankhiyaki Patrika, page 19, 20, 21, 2002. 
Most of the peoples of District engaged in agriculturEd activities, it 
is 41.73%. Some peoples don't have any land they work as an 
Agricultural labourers it is 21.64. It is also seen in this data that only 
0.02% of worker are engaged in mining because they did not contain 
heavy mineral resources. Less concentration is also found in construction, 
fishing, forestry and live stocks work. Manufacturing other than 
household industry gives employment to about 9.20% of workers and 
only 7.79% employment, provided by Trade and Commerce. 
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AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY: 
Land Use: 
Land use of an area is determined by the nature and general layout 
of physical elements. Classification of land use shows that the net the 
sown area occupies about 80.54% of total reported area of the district and 
thus constitute the most dominant category of land use. 
Table 8: Land use in Aligarh District (2000-2001) 
S.No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Land Use 
Land put to non-agricultural uses 
Barren and uncultivated land 
Cultivable waste land 
Other fallow 
Permanent pastured and grazing 
land 
Forest/grooves, trees, crops 
Current fallow 
Net sown area 
District total reported area 
Area 
(lakhs hec.) 
0.34 
0.11 
0.07 
0.09 
0.02 
0.03 
0.04 
3.00 
7.4 
Percentage 
9.19 
3.24 
1.90 
2.43 
0.54 
0.81 
1.35 
80.54 
100 
Source: District statistical magazine 2004 page 30. 
It followed by the category of land put non-agricultural uses, which 
account for 9.19% of the total area. The current and other fallow lands 
accounts for 1, 35% and 2.43% of the area respectively. Whereas 
Cultivable waste land accounts for 1.90%, Forest, trees, grooves, and 
crops account for only 0.81% of the total reported area. 
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CROPPING INTENSITY: 
Aligarh District's economy is primarily based on agriculture. There 
are three agricultural seasons in the districts that are Rabi, Kharif, and 
Zaid. Rabi season starts in October or November and harvesting is done 
in March and April. 
The important Rabi crops are wheat, Barley, gram, peas, mustard linseed, 
and potato etc. Kharif season starts in July and the harvesting is done in 
October or November. The millets, maize, arhar, rice and sugarcane etc. 
are the main crop of Kharif season. Zaid crops, which are of relatively 
little importance, occupy the fields from April to July. These crops are 
synchronized with the winter, rainy and summer seasons respectively. 
Cropping intensity which is measured in terms of the number of times a 
land is put to agriculture uses within a year serves as a good index for 
assessing the agricultural prospects of an area. The average cropping 
intensity of 12 development blocks of Aligarh Districts was 168.93% in 
2000-01. 
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Table 9: Cropping intensity in Aligarli District (2000-2001). 
Blocks 
Tappal 
Chandaus 
Khair 
Jawan 
Lodha 
Dhanipur 
Gonda 
Iglas 
Atrauli 
Bijauli 
Gangiri 
Akrabad 
District Total 
Net Sown Area (hec.) 
31888 
28017 
28924 
23036 
21912 
23314 
25022 
22166 
24149 
17954 
29372 
21129 
296883 
Total cropped 
area 
(hec.) 
43268 
45712 
48192 
41816 
37867 
41479 
40628 
36463 
43270 
31091 
53679 
38064 
501529 
Cropping 
Intensity 
(%) 
135.68 
163.15 
166.61 
181.52 
172.81 
177.91 
162.36 
164.49 
179.17 
173.17 
182.75 
180.15 
168.93 
Source: District statistical magazine 2004 page 31. 
Cropping intensity is not uniformly distributor within the district. As may 
be noted down Jawan, Dhanipur, Lodha, Atrauli, Bijauli, Gangiri and 
Akrabad blocks have higher values cropping intensity then the average 
cropping intensity of the district which is 168.93%. the lowest cropping 
intensity of 135.68% was recorded for Tappal block. 
LIVESTOCK: 
Livestock production consider as the source of income of the farmer as an 
important role in rural economy of the district. According to the livestock 
census of 1997, the present district had a total number of 5, 26, 125, 
buffaloes, 127313 cattle, 131594 goats and 17079 sheep. The highest 
numbers of buffaloes are found in Chandaus (59610). Whereas the 
maximum number of cattle, goats and sheeps are found in Bijauli 
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(15736), Gangiri (27136) and Iglas (2532) respectively. The district has a 
well develop dairy industry. 
Table 10; Block wise livestock in Aligarh District (2004). 
Block 
Tappal 
Chandaus 
Khair 
Jawan 
Lodha 
Dhanipur 
Gonda 
Iglas 
Atrauli 
Bijauli 
Gangiri 
Akrabad 
District Total 
Buffalo 
76941 
59610 
24329 
42263 
45718 
37892 
48716 
47704 
34468 
32042 
48810 
27652 
52645 
Cattle 
13214 
10940 
5290 
10758 
9003 
8906 
9333 
9627 
10268 
15736 
12295 
11870 
127313 
Goats 
4327 
7617 
5566 
10371 
9783 
13249 
7227 
7752 
15590 
14132 
27136 
8842 
131594 
Sheeps 
2406 
1025 
1276 
1193 
1393 
1807 
2122 
2532 
707 
421 
935 
126 
17079 
Total 
96888 
79172 
36461 
64585 
65895 
61934 
67398 
67615 
61033 
62333 
89176 
249626 
802131 
Source: District statistical magazine 2004. 
INDUSTRY 
Aligarh District and the city have a tradition of Industrial activity 
from medieval times when cotton, indigo, glass and Pottery industries had 
developed. At the time of T'^ worid war, industrial activity got a fillip and 
manufactured badges, buckles, monograms, whistler, lock etc. for the 
army. After independence a spate of industries developed in the Aligarh 
city as well as the district. Presently, there are more than 4000 industrial 
unit establishment in the district employing over 25000 workers. Most of 
these establishments and work force is in the city. 
Lock industry is the most important industry of the town. One of 
the largest concentrations of the industry is in the upper kot area. Satha 
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Sugar Mill, Central Dairy Farm, Heinz Laboratories are running in the 
rural areas. 
Aligarh is an important centre for building filling materials, 
electrical equipments, brass hardware, light engineering and other metal 
products, Aligarh is also known for the manufacturing of handloom 
garments and cotton, carpets, oil pottery and rope making, basket making, 
leather training and carpentry. Agro-based industries like oil mills, dal 
mills, Khansare, vegetable and fruit processing unit are also operating in 
the district. 
TRANSPORTATION 
Transport is of prime importance for agricultural and rural 
development. It plays an important role in creating contact between city 
or market and its tributary area and helps in the movement of goods and 
human beings. The transport linkage also influences the land use pattern 
and economic activities. 
Aligarh district is well served by road and railways. The focal point 
of the district is Aligarh city from where communication arteries radiate 
to every comer of the district the famous ground Trunk road passes 
through the district of Aligarh. It has played an important role in the 
progress and prosperity of Aligarh Districts. 
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Determinants of Women 
Education an5 'Empowerment 
DETERMINANTS OF WOMEN EDUCATION AND 
EMPOWERMENT 
Education is important in overall development of human kinds. It is 
a key factor for the rapid development within the country. Education 
which is the base of all development and advancement of civilization, 
aims at evolution of a better man and development of mind. Education 
cultured the individual and helps him in his needs all over the world. Its 
implications are rich and varied. It deals with ever growing man in the 
ever growing society. Different philosophers, politicians, statesman and 
education have defined education according to their own point of view 
and circumstance. In this sense, education includes the individual, the 
society, the environment, the social fabric and the prevailing traditions. 
Hence, the definition of education ought to be very comprehensive 
and all inclusive one. Educational attainment ranks high in importance 
among the various qualities of a population. The population commission 
of the united nation considers the ability to both read and write a simple 
message with understanding in any language a sufficient basis for 
classifying a person as literate. The Indian census has adopted this 
definition. However, a distinction can be made between the Hterates and 
the educated as has been done in case of India. All those persons who are 
classified as literates on the basis their length of schooling into a number 
of categories. Their length of formal education is provided over a strictly 
narrow range of period roughly from 6* years adult lived when the person 
enters his professional Hfe. In any system of education a number of stages 
are marked and organized in the instructional programme of the pupil 
during this period. A particular ladder of education is formed and there is 
a pattern comprising all the stages. The pattern may differ from country 
to country or state to state. Every country develops its own organizational 
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pattern or ladder of education. Our own ladder is a legacy of the British 
rule. 
The origin of the present system of the education in India can be 
traced to the beginning of the 19* century when Macaulay presented his 
famous minutes that was actualy the birth of English system of education. 
The ladder that Macaulay presented was nevertheless incomplete. But it 
was completed the picture by furnishing it with the head and a tail in the 
form of elementary education and the universal education respectively. It 
suggested three prominent stages of the educational ladder viz., the 
elementary, the secondary and the universal. Although there have been 
minor changes in the ladder, but the main as erected by the dispatch has 
continued to stand even to this day. 
Determinants of Education: 
Education is an important ingredient of social development. It is 
essential for eradicating poverty and marital association, for cultivation 
peaceful and friendly international relations and for permitting the free 
play of demographic processes. There are inter regional variation and 
intra regional variation in the literacy rate. The literacy variation is quite 
significant between the developed and the developing countries. The 
literacy rates in a country or region are affected largely by the historical, 
economic, social and cultural determinants. 
Historical Determinants: 
The political situation and administrative governance have affected 
the rate of literacy in the ex-colonial countries. 
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In general the literacy rate in the ex-colonies has been generally 
low. During the British period education was neglected and, in the early 
stages at least, it was definitely ignored. The Britishers had denied the 
right to education to each and every body in the country. Their policy was 
to have a class of people educated in the western style who could be a 
staff to British rulers. For this class of people, schools and colleges were 
opened but they taken to the needs of only in insignificant percentage of 
the population. At the dawn of independence, the literacy rate was very 
low. 
The present Government in the ex-colonial countries have taken 
the literacy true, but the scarcity of resources is coming in the way of 
eradication of illiteracy. Similarly, those areas, which have had a long 
spell of feudalistic rule, also continue, to display low literacy rates as a 
legacy of their historic past. 
Economic Determinants: 
Economically the type of economy is said to be one of the most 
powerful economic determinants of literacy. The differences in the 
literacy levels of the industrial and agricultural nations contrast so much 
that one can meet help interfering a correlation between the type of 
economy and literacy rates. Agrarian economic order is a new sustenance 
economy. People can do with ordinary primary education and often 
without any formal schooling. The agricultural operations especially in 
the developing countries are such that these do not have any demand on 
education on the other hand, the requirements of non-agricultural 
economy are that acquisition of literacy skills becomes a functional 
prerequisite. In this type of economy, higher education of various types is 
necessary and therefore more and more institutions grow up for the 
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benefit of the trading community, seeking and trade personal. Next in 
importance is the factor of standard of Uving. Normally there exists a 
positive correlation between literacy rate and the standards of living. The 
smallest unit of our Indian society is the village. We see that standard of 
living of people in villages is still very low. Though the governments are 
doing its best to raise this standard of living, it is still very low. 
Closely associated with this is the less factor of cost of education. 
In the less developed countries where education is not free and the cost of 
education is high, the cost of imparting education to the children becomes 
an important determinant of literacy. India is a poor country. Most of its 
social groups live a life of extreme misery without even the essentials of 
life available to them. A vast majority of people live in slums and 
extremely filthy surrounding. They remain below the poverty line and 
lead a life of starvation. Under these conditions, they are too poor to think 
and avail of any education at all. It is difficult to expect children 
belonging to the families that lie below the poverty line to go to schools, 
especially when they can start helping the family in its pursuits of making 
a living. The experience of India in this regard reveals that even if 
education is made compulsory and free, the extremely poor families 
prefers their children to help in making an earning, how so ever meager it 
may be rather than for schools. In case of female children who cannot be 
sent outside to work they stay at home to look after younger children in 
the family when the parents go outside the work. 
Degree of urbanization has often been referred to as another factor 
of literacy. There is a positive correlation between literacy rates and the 
degree of development. Thus the most urbanized societies have very high 
and even unusual literacy rates while the rural societies usually display 
low level of literacy rates. The type of economy and the social set up of 
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urban areas is such that the literacy skills have greater functional utility, 
whereas in the country side the various occupations do not warrant 
literacy as pre-requisites. Moreover, the children in the rural areas can 
become associates worker with other members of their family, whether it 
be cultivation or household industry or labour but in the urban areas there 
is no such possibility. A positive correlation has been observed between 
literacy and stage of technological development. 
Technological advancement opens new areas of progress in all 
fields of development in a country. The technologically advanced 
countries have achieved greater heights of prosperity in all areas of 
human activity. These countries display high literacy rates in contrast to 
the low literacy rates f the countries where the technological advancement 
was in its infancy stage. These differences are related to the differences in 
the requirements of the economy of the two types of areas. While in case 
of highly technologically advanced countries, literacy and education may 
be a prerequisite of getting employment it may not be so in case of the 
technologically less advanced countries. The recent development means 
of transportation and communication has added a new dimension to the 
process of propagation of literacy and education in the less developed 
realm. It has increased the degree of spatial interaction. The so called 
rural isolation has been broken. The educational institutions in the urban 
area have now become accessible to the country side. In the areas where 
means of transport and communication is not developed they face lots of 
problem. In the villages the roads are Kutcha which get damaged 
specially during the rainy season. As a result during the rainy season, the 
little children of the villages cannot attend even the neighbouring schools. 
Besides lack of proper roads, sometimes there are big springs which 
become risky enough to cross in rainy reason. As a result many of the 
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school going students cannot attend their schools regularly. The rural 
society which interacts more with urban society with the development of 
means of transportation and communications starts appreciating the value 
of education and starts making the use of educational institutions that are 
not located locally. 
Social and Cultural Determinants: 
Religion has played important role in the process or propagation of 
education. Those religious communities where oral worship has been in 
vogue for millennia of years still have low literacy in comparison to these 
religious communities where reading of religious books is a part of 
religious tenets. Religion inculcates those moral qualities which mould 
the educational system on democratic time. Religious and belief, of a 
society influence the educational pattern to a great extent. Those societies 
which hold fanatical religious belief plan their education in their own way 
and deny free thinking and liberal attitudes to be inculcated in their 
children. On the other hand, societies which believe in free thinking 
liberal attitudes and respect for all religion provide education of a secular 
and liberal nature and promote liberal attitudes and respect for all 
religious emphasizing only moral basis for educational processes and 
programmes. Similarly language in which education is usually imparted 
is another importance factor determining education of an area. In the 
multilingual society of the third world. It has often been found that 
education in the mother tongue is more acceptable than the education in 
English or even the national language. 
Since women constitute about half the total population of any 
society. Therefore any discrimination against them in the form of status 
or prejudices also tells upon the literacy rate of such societies. There is a 
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positive correlation between the status granted to the women and literacy 
rates. Those societies which do not give equal status to males and females 
suffer from low female literacy rates which affect adversely the total 
literacy rate. Similarly, the societies where the female education is lower 
coupled with low literacy results in poor literacy in general. There has 
traditionally been general prejudice against female education and their 
employment females were meant essentially for household works for 
which literacy was not a functional female, particularly in rural areas, 
which takes away many girls from school before becoming literate. There 
has also been a shortage of girls schools in the rural area, and the girls 
avoided to go to co-educational schools. The purdah system was also an 
obstacle in the attainment of education for females. Women were 
discouraged from being educated. The general value system adhered to 
by the people, in general, is also an equally important factor. For instance, 
the desire on the point of people for getting educated may be determined 
by the general social value system cherished by a society. The attitude of 
the people towards education is govemed largely by the value system of a 
society. Higher the socio-economic awakening more favourable is the 
attitude of the people of towards education. The ideals of a society 
determine the ideals and values which education is to achieve and close 
and despotic society will have this organizational pattern of education to 
develop qualities of absolute and objective together with attitudes of 
complete an unquestioning self-surrender, while open and democratic 
societies will advocate education to promote free reasoning, eager co-
operation, initiative and self discipline together with other self-experience 
and activities according to one's own needs, nature activities and inherent 
capacities. Such societies plan and encourage mass educational schemes 
and promote people's educations to the fullest possible extent. 
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Much of the progress in less developed countries, which are 
lagging behind, depends largely upon the availability of facilities for 
getting education. There exists positive correlation between the literacy 
rates and the degree of availability of educational institutions. However, 
the number of people per educational institution is higher, where the 
literacy rate is much. The availability of educational facilities with an 
easy access and within the reach of one's pocket works as a positive 
factor in the propagation of literacy and education. The destiny of our 
country resides in our classrooms. The need to travel long distances to 
school is a particular barrier for girls, especially in countries where a 
cultural premium is placed on female seclusion. In the end mention must 
be made of the policies of the government, which in their own way affect 
the attitudes of the people towards education, such policies like the free 
and compulsory education and adult education literacy programme have 
their positive impact felt in the countries that have followed them 
Political ideologies also influence education to a great deal, we see that 
political and set up of states organized education according to their 
potential aims and ideals which are to be achieved through educational 
processes and programme the purpose is just to prepare citizens for 
politically conformity. In India also, education among its masses as it 
adopted the idea of welfare state. Consequently, India today is the largest 
producer of technical trends in the third world and may soon complete 
with the advanced countries in this regard. 
DETERMINANTS OF WOMEN EMPOWERMENT: 
Empowerment is a multi dimensional social process which helps 
people gain control over their own lives. Empowerment is not a capsule 
therapy which anyone who is in need can obtain. It is a process with 
equal access of opportunities and provisions without gender 
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discrimination, factor from violence and choice of one's life, economic 
and independence and finally participation in the decision making 
process. Empowerment is the process of increasing the capacity of 
individuals or groups to make choices and to transform those choices in 
desired actions and outcomes". 
Hence, the concept of Women's Empowerment has taken into 
consideration two essential elements. The first is that of the process 
which encompasses, a transformation from one state of gender inequality 
to another stage of gender equality. The second is the agency, that is, 
women involved in the process as an agent rather as a recipient. Women's 
empowerment is a very critical factor for the development and raising the 
standard of living. Empowerment of women provides them opportunity to 
govern themselves or in other words give them autonomy. As far as 
autonomy is concerned it has been defined to manipulate one's personal 
environment to make decision about one own concern or about close 
family members. Women's autonomy thus can be conceptualized as their 
ability to determine events in their lives, even though man and other 
women may oppose to their wishes empowerment also provides 
opportunities to educate and employ the women the women. Both the 
education and employment are the decisive factors of status of women in 
a society. 
Political Determinant: 
The political empowerment of women is one of the most important 
aspects in the overall empowerment of women for it gives women the 
capacity to influence the decision making process. Women occupy a 
marginalized position in society because of several socio-economic 
constraints. This has inhibited effective participation of women in 
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political processes and the institutional structure of demography. Even 
after the five decades of the grant of political equality, statistics have over 
the years revealed that while that while there is an acceptable visible 
manifestation of gender equality at the voter level, gender visibility 
within the power structures show cause for women concern according to 
the document on women's development (1985) women's role in poHtical 
structure had virtually remained unchanged despite the rapid growth of 
informal political activity by them. In general, the women candidates 
have to cross three hundreds before they could aspire to enter the formal 
political structures: 
a. They should be willing to stand for election 
b. They should be judged suitable by the party electorate which is the 
'gatekeeper' of power and 
c. They have to be voter friendly. 
Besides, broad based political participation of women has been 
severely limited due to the nexus of traditional factors such as 
consideration of caste, religion and feudal and family status. Further, the 
political parties do not favour the nomination of women candidates, as 
they are not sure of their success. Although political parties do have a 
women's wing, few women have access to the inner ring of the party, 
which is the core of the power structure. Majority of the women are 
illiterate, not politically conscious due to lack of information and political 
awareness and they make their choice on the basis of suggestions from 
male members of the family. As a result, women were left on the 
periphery of political process. 
However, with the Panchayati Raj Institution getting constitutional 
status by way of the Seventy Third Amendment Act, it is hoped that the 
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women will have been participation in the political process and decision 
making capacity as the act made such a role mandatory and universal in 
the whole of India. But it must be remembered that a change cannot be 
brought about overnight. Women have been subjected to exploitation for 
ages and thus cannot break free of all the shackles of illiteracy poverty 
and tradition at one stroke. Even today most of the women are 
uneducated, have little or no property and live in a tradition bound 
society. In such case, the politically powerful can make them contest 
elections for their own political gains. Another problem is that women 
especially in rural areas would not come forward to fight the elections. 
But it is necessary that a breakthrough has to be made. 
Those with gender bias; view women as basically different from men; 
psychologically, physiologically and often intellectually. Women's 
perception of life is a wave. Men's is that of ladder. Women stress on 
attachment, affiliation, empathy and inter-dependence. Men emphasize on 
competition, independence, separation and formal rights. 
Gender empowerment strategies, under the circumstances, require 
structural systematic change and basic attitudinal and value change. The 
real empowerment of women requires a thorough going renewed of the 
political process a democratic basis. Unless women are equipped with the 
necessary skill in political decision-making, their increases representation 
in the local bodies may not alter the existing set-up. It is, therefore, 
necessary to sensitize the women in the women's perceptive, not in the 
narrow feminist sense but in the sense of honourable co-existence with 
men, as this will enable women to exercise their 'will' and advance to 
their complete emancipation. 
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There is a need to extend greater affirmative action from the 
Panchayat level to the State and National level and potential 
consciousness raising and political consciousness raising and supportive 
actions by women's organizations at the voter level to enhance self-
potency and political efficacy. If these measures are followed, political 
participation of women will open up new vistas of development, which 
will automatically result in the political empowerment in the society. 
Social Determinant: 
Education is a powerful in the emancipation and empowerment of 
women as it not only helps women to gain knowledge but also provides 
the necessary courage and inner strength to face the challenges of life. It 
also enables them to get a job and supplement the income of the family 
and achieve social status. Educated women could play an equally 
important role as men in nation building. Thus, there is no denying the 
fact that education empowers women. 
One of the recommendations of the National Policy on Education 
(1986) by the Government of India is to promote 'empowerment' of 
women through the agency of education and it is considered to be a 
landmark in the approach to women's education. The National Literacy 
Mission is another step towards eradication of illiteracy in the age group 
of 15 to 35 years by the year 1995. In the year 1901 the status of 
women's education was deplorable since it was less than 1%. In 1981, 
women's literacy was 24.83%. The 2001 census report indicates that 
literacy among women is 54.16%. A century has passed away and in spite 
of best efforts India has achieved only 54% literacy among women. These 
are better educational facilities for women in big cities and towns. But the 
growth of women's education in rural areas is very slow. In general, 
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majority of the women is still illiterate, weak, backward and exploited. 
Though the aim of education has changed the perception of women's 
education is still backward. A girl child from her childhood is socialized 
to be a good sister, good wife and good mother and not for a challenging 
career. She is constantly reminded that her role is limited to home 
management. Even in those families where girl children are given higher 
education they are encouraged to take up humanities and social sciences 
and not sciences, medical or engineering. Though the trend is changing 
but still it is very slow. The fact that education by itself will not 
contribute to social status of women, has been shown by the Population 
crisis committee's (USA) data sheet, which shows that many countries 
which had high scores on education of women are low on social status of 
women. In Kerala women, especially in their quality of life, level of 
white colour employment, expectation of life, maternal and infant 
mortality rates, control of birth but in other fields the women of Kerala 
are more in secured to-day than before. Wife burning, dowry deaths and 
other crimes against women which were unheard a few decades ago, have 
now become a general feature be able to deliver the goods unless it 
fosters new values. Values which expose the inequities ^ againsrwomeh^-C*^ 
and which expose gender injustice. «^ Y ^ L/D2- ^ 
There is a need for encouraging more women to^pa^^©^-iirl,^-.. 
vocational, technical and professional education. Women's education 
should be treated as a special priority in all programmes of development. 
The government can open more places in schools for girls, lesson the 
financial burdens of educations for women, reform curricula and 
educational system, in order to encourage girls to formulate non-
traditional career goals and centralize the educational system to ensure 
greater equivalence of experience for gkls. Besides, education for women 
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must be practical and well adopted to their needs, specially in relation to 
health, nutrition and legal rights. 
Economic Determinants: 
Economic independence or access to an inherited or self-generated 
income is considered to be the major means of empowering women. 
Contribution of employment to the enhancement of women's positions is 
largely contributed by the modem sector and they enable women to move 
out of their homes to an extended pleme, express their ideas, exchange 
their problems and evaluate their position vis-a-vis men in many areas of 
social-life. Full employment of a women assures her a better more 
enriching and rewarding life and human relationship. The government has 
taken certain positive steps in full employment of women and payment of 
equal remuneration to them. The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 (India) 
was a major step towards protective legislation and establishing the 
principles of equality, as it provides for equal remuneration against 
women in the matter of employment. In addition, to enable women to 
stand on their own legs, the Govemment of India and the Indian States 
had introduced a number of women oriented income generation 
programmes. The recognition of national responsibility towards the 
economic empowerment of women cannot by anything but to the 
advantages of women. 
But there seems to be a little link between the level of economic 
development and women's economic opportunities. There are some 
major factors, which hinder gainful utilization of female labour force 
such as general antipathy towards women's employment, responsibilities 
at home, traditional forms of job discrimination, high male 
unemployment, women's work and earning being treated as subsidiary to 
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that of men's absence of facilities such as cheap eating facilities, child 
care centers and safe transport. In India, labour force participation of 
women is very slow. As per 2001 census, the percentage of women in the 
labour force was only 25.7% against 51.9% for men. Though women 
engage in a wider variety of occupation, they are concentrated usually in 
the unrecognized sector, at the lowest ring of the ladder. Lack of 
organization and un-organization makes their bargaining power very 
weak. Moreover, the unpaid economic activities of women and their 
contribution through work in the domestic sectors remain unrecorded. 
The plight of working women has drawn attention of many welfare 
institutions and women's org£inizations in the recent years. In order to 
ensure women the right to work, it is especially necessary to eliminate 
unemployment and all forms of discrimination, enable them to have 
access to every profession, ensure them to have general and vocational 
training and to eliminate illiteracy through the establishment of functional 
literacy. As women's economic participation is related to a variety of 
variables, cultural values relating to the sexual division of labour, 
women's access to education and availability of jobs to women should be 
taken care of. 
One of the major hurdles to the development of employment 
opportunities for women is the lack of adequate training. Women should 
have access to productive resources, such as land, building credit, 
housing and skill training. Supporting service provisions would make 
women more functional and productive by reducing their drudgery and 
provide them with more time of employment. Programmes for women 
consisting of skill building and skill upgrading can be more fruitful for 
improving their economic status and make them to have a superior 
bargaining power as far as employment is concerned. 
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Therefore, it is crucial for raising the female earning power to 
increase the effective demand for education, health and family planning 
services, which are necessary for improving the status of women to a 
great extent. 
Cultural Determinant: 
The most basic factor which inhibited from being empowered till 
recently, was the attitude of society towards a women's role and her place 
in the society. These social values and attitudes get reflected in the 
education and socialization of girls and in the institutional arrangements 
of society. Traditionally, a women's reproductive role was considered as 
her primary role and her role as a producer secondary unless as in the 
low-income classes, economic necessity forced a woman to support the 
family. Women were socialized to accept their image as 'one who 
subordinated self to the family'. Thus, women were conditioned to 
sacrifice their own goals and ambitions, deny themselves their legitimate 
space and surrender resources which might have contributed to their 
independence. They were rather forced to always adjust, accept and 
accommodate. This was not at all conducive to the development of self-
confidence, self-image, initiative or willingness to take risks which are 
essential for empowerment. 
These values and attitudes also meant that girls were mostly given 
less education than boys. The aspiration of parents for a girl child used to 
be very low in terms of educational attainment and future prospectus as 
well. For a young girl, marriage and children were only considered to be 
the only lifelong activity. These attitudes also reflected in the courses and 
curricula offered to women as these were not designed to equip girls with 
specialized training for a job or career. If employment was at all 
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considered for women, it was perceived merely as temporary occupation 
till marriage. This affected women's aspirations, Judgment of their 
capabilities, choice of occupation and training. In turn, the above clearly 
reflected the attitudes of parents, teachers, employers, policy makers 
towards women. From above, it is clear that it is not enough if empower 
themselves through education, employment and participation in decision 
making. There should be cultural empowerment of women. In order to 
make this a reality, social recognition must come and this calls for 
attitudinal change. Freedom is necessary for women. It does not mean 
breaking away from home and tradition, but it means searching for one's 
own identity and making people around to accept her as a human person. 
Moreover, there is need for creation of awareness for achievement of 
cultural empowerment of women, media publicity, organizations (NGOs). 
Thus, creating awareness among women about their freedom is 
invaluable. Finally, unless patriarchal values die and principles of justice 
are enshrined in the minds of each and every individual in the society, it 
will never be possible to reap the fruits of empowerment of women. 
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Women E^ wc^ ation arib 
Bmpowerment in 
Se(ecte5 Villages 
WOMEN EDUCATION AND EMPOWERMENT IN SELECTED 
VILLAGES OF ALIGARH DISTRICT 
Age Structure of the Respondent: 
Out of 30 household surveyed in selected village of 12 blocks, the 
respondents age which was noted down was divided into 4 categories: 13 
Muslim women came under the age group of 15-25 years of age. 09 
women came under the age group of 26-35, while remaining came under 
the age group of above 45 i.e. 01. 
The data above given was of Tappal (Jalalpur). In Chandaus 
(Sabalpur), also 30 household were surveyed, 07 women came under the 
age group of 15-25 (23.3%), 11 women (36.3%) came under the age 
group of 26-35, 07 women have reported their age between 36-45 years, 
and remaining 03 women were above 45 years of age (10%). 
In Atrauli (Fazalpur), 01 woman under the age group of 15-25 
years. (3.3%), 14 Muslim women under the age group of 26-35 years 
(46.6%), 15 women came under the age group of 36-45 years (50%), in 
Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur) 14 women came under the age group of 15-25 
years of age (46.6%), 08 women came under the age group of 26-35 years 
of age (26.6%). 06 Muslim women have reported their age between 36-45 
years of age (20%) and the remaining 02 women were above 45 years of 
age (6.6%). 
In Gangiri (Paraura), 07 women had entered their entry in the age 
group of 15-25 years of age (23.3%), 06 women had ages between 26-35 
years of age i.e., (20%), 14 women came under the age group of 36-45 
years (46.6%) while remaining 03 Muslim women were above 45 years 
of age (10%). 
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In Gonda (Salempur) out of 30 household surveyed, 01 women had 
age group between 15-25 years of age, 14 women came under the age 
group of 26-35 years (46.6%), 15 women (50%) came under the age 
group of 36-45 years. 
In Iglas (Jawar), 15 women (50%) came under the age group of 15-
25 years, 08 women came under the age group of 26-35 years (26.6%) 
and remaining 07 women were 36-45 years of age (23.3%). 
In Akrabad (Nanau) 08 Muslim women (26.6%) came under the 
age group of 45 years. In Lodha (Baraula Jafrabad) 06 Muslim women 
came under the age group of 15-25 years, 10 women (33.3%) came under 
the age group of 26-35 years, 07 Muslim women came under the age 
group of 36-45 years, and remaining 07 women fall under the age group 
of and above 45 years (23.3%). In Dhanipur (Adaun) 03 women (10%) 
came under the age group of 15-25, 07 Muslim women came under the 
age group of 26-35, 15 women under the age group of 36-45 and lastly 05 
Muslim women (16.6%) came under the age group of above 45 years. 
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Age of Respondent 
3,1% 
16.6,4% 6, 2% ^° ' ^"^ 
5 , 1 % \ 
u 10, 3% 0% 13, 3% 
8,2% 
26.6, 7% 
50,13% 
43.3,12% - "'''2% 
23.3,6% i 
20, 5% 
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• Chandaui, Sabalpur % 
• Khair Ismailpur No 
• Khair Ismailpur % 
• Atrauli Fazalpur No 
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Educational Status of the Respondent: 
As the villages selected for survey is not very developed and so the 
literacy level is not very high among Muslim women. Out of 30 
household surveyed in Tappal (Jalalpur) only 10% educated and 90% 
uneducated, in Chandaus (Sabalpur) 3.33% educated and 96.6% 
uneducated, 6.66% educated and 93.3% uneducated in Khair (Ismailpur), 
again 6,66% and 93.3% educated and uneducated respectively in Atrauli 
(Fazalpur), in Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur) 10% educated and 90% 
uneducated, while in Gangiri (Paraura) 16.6% educated and 83.3% 
uneducated. 
In Gonda (Salempur) 13.3% educated and 86.6% uneducated, 3.3% 
educated and 96.6% uneducated in Iglas (Jawar), Akrabad (Nanau) had 
all 100% uneducated while in Jawan (Talibnagar) 6.6% educated and 
93.3% uneducated. 
Again in Lodha (Baraula Jafrabad) 96.6% educated and 3.3% uneducated 
and lastly Dhanipur (Adaun) had all 100% uneducated. 
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Educational Status of Respondent 
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29. 2% 26. 2% \ -83 .3 . 6% Jawan Talib Nagar No. 2 
Fig. 4 
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Level of Education 
Out of 03 literate/educated in Tappal (Jalalpur), 01 woman was 
primary educated (33.3%) 01 was high School passed (33.3%) and 01 
was intermediate passed. 
In Chandaus (Sabalpur), 100% were primary educated, while in 
Khair (Ismailpur) out of two women, 01 woman was primary educated 
and 01 was middle class passed, also in Atrauli (Fazalpur) 01 primary 
educated and 01 middle class passed. Out of 03 women educated in 
Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur) 01 woman was primary educated, 01 was 
highschool passed 01 woman was intermediate passed. 
In Gangiri (Paraura) of the 30 women surveyed 05 women were 
educated and among them 02 were primary educated, 01 was highschool 
passed and 02 women muslim women were intermediate passed. In 
Gonda (Salempur) among 04 women educated, 03 were middle class 
passed, 01 passed highschool. 01 woman primary class passed in Iglas 
(Jawar). 
In Akrabad (Nanau) it was suryeyed out of 30 women all were 
uneducated. In Jawan (Talibnagar) 02 women were highshcool passed 
and lastly in Dhanipur (Adaun), 01 woman was primary educated. 
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Level of Education 
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Fig. 5 
70 
Total Members in the Household: 
In Tappal (Jalalpur) we had come to know that, 05 families have 
only less than four family members (16.6%), 12 families only have 4-6 
family members (40%), 10 families have 7-9 members (10%) and 3 
families had more than 09 families members living in a house (10%). 
In Chandaus (Sabalpur) 02 families have less than 03 family 
members in their family (6.6%), 08 families have 4-6 family members in 
their family (26.6%), 09 famihes have 7-9 family members living in a 
single house (30%) and remaining 11 family members more than 09 
(36.6%), in Khair (Ismailpur), 13 household less than 04 family members 
(43.3%), 14 families have 4-6 family members in their house (46.6%) 02 
families had 7-9 family members living in a single house (6.6%) and 
remaining 01 family had more than 09 family members in their family 
(3.3%). 
In Atrauli (Fazalpur) 02 families have less than 04 family members 
(6.6%), 13 families had reported that they had 4-6 family members living 
in their house, 01 family had 7-9 family members living in their 
household, and remaining 14 family members had more than 09 family 
members (46.6%) in Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur) 15 families had 4-6 family 
members (50%), 14 families registered that they had 7-9 family members, 
and remaining 4 families had more than 09 family members living in their 
household (13.3%), In Gangiri (Paraura) 01 family have less than 04 
family members in their house (3.3%), 12 out of 30 have 4-6 family 
members in their family (40%) 13 families have 7-9 members living in a 
house (43.3%), and 04 families have more than 09 members living in a 
house (13.3%). 
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In Gonda (Salempur) 01 woman had 4-6 family members in their 
household, 14 out of 30 have 7-9 family members (46.6%), and 15 
families have more than 09 members living in a house (50%) In Iglas 
(Jawar) 10 families have less than 04 family members, 05 families have 
4-6 family members, 02 families have in their household 7-9 members. 
And lastly 13 members more than 09 people in their household. 
In Akrabad (Nanau), 07 families came under the categories less 
than 04. 21 families have 4-6 members in their household. 02 household 
came under the category of 7-9 members and remaining 13 have more 
than 09 family members. 
In Jawan (Talibnagar), 05 families have less than 04 members in 
their household, 10 household have 4-6 family members, 08 members 
registered 7-9 people in their single household. And lastly 07 fariiilies 
have more than 09 members in their single household. 
In Lodha (Baraula Jafrabad) 10 families have less than 04 
members, again 10 household have been same response, 4-6 members, 08 
have 7-9 family members and lastly 07 families more than 09 members in 
their household. 
In Dhanipur (Adaun), 07 families have less than 04 family 
members, 05 families have 4-6 members in their household, 08 have 
interviewed that they had 7-9 family members in their single household 
and 02 families have reported that they had more than 09 members in 
their house. 
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Total Members in the Household 
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Working Condition of Women: 
In Tappal (Jalalpur) out of 30 household surveyed, 17 women were 
housewife and remaining 13 women were engaged in some kind of work. 
In Chandous (Sabalpur), 16 women were housewife in remaining 14 were 
working women, while 15 women were housewife and remaining 15 
were job oriented women to improve the economic condition of the 
family in Khair (Ismailpur). 
In Atrauli (Fazalpur) 27 women were housewife and 03 women 
were working women. 14 women were housewife and 16 were working 
women in Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur). Again in Gangiri (Paraura),there are 
50% working women and 50% housewife. 
In Gonda (Salempur) and in Iglas (Jawar) same condition have 
been accounted i.e., 16 were housewife and 14 working women. In 
Akrabad (Nanau) 15 women were housewife and remaining 15 were 
working women, and in Jawan (Talibnagar) 56.6% women were 
housewife and 43.3% women were job oriented. 14 women were 
housewives and 16 women were working women in Lodha (Baraula 
Jafrabad), while in Dhanipur (Adaun) 50% housewife and 50% working 
women. 
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Working Condition of Women 
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Type of Work: 
Out of 13 who were working women, 10 were engaged in washing 
utensils and the remaining 03 were engaged in collection of polythenes in 
Tappal (Jalalpur), in Chandaus (Sabalpur) 12 women were engaged in 
washing utensils 01 woman was involved in collection of polythenes and 
remaining 01 was working in factory. 13 women were engaged in 
washing utensils and 02 muslim women were engaged in collection of 
polythene in Khair (Ismailpur) while in Atrauli (Fazalpur) out of 03 
women, 02 were washing utensils in remaining 01 working in factory. 
Also in Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur) 15 women were involved in 
washing utensils and 01 was doing/collecting polythenes, while in 
Gangiri (Paraura) all 15 women were washing utensils. Out of 14 women 
who were engaged in working were all washing utensils in Gonda 
(Salempur). 
In Iglas (Jawar) 13 women were engaged in washing utensils and 
remaining 01 was involved in collection of polythenes. 13 women were 
washing utensils and 02 were involved in collecting polythenes in 
Akrabad (Nanau) while in Jawan (Talibnagar) 12 women v. ere washing 
utensils and remaining 01 was working in any factory. 15 women were 
washing utensils and 01 women engaged in collection of polythene in 
Lodha (Baraula Jafrabad) and at last Dhanipur (Adaun) had accounted 
that 13 women busy in washing utensils and remaining 02 women 
involved in collecting polythenes. 
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Type of Work 
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Housing Condition: 
For the simplicity we had made three categories: i.e., Kutchcha, 
Pukka and thatched house. 
In Tappal (Jalalpur) 24 famihes are Hving in Kuchcha house and 
remaining 6 families in Pukka house. In Chandaus (Sabalpur) 28 families 
are having Kuchcha house and remaining 02 household made of Pukka 
house. In Khair (Ismailpur), 29 household are made of Kuchcha material 
and remaining 01 house is made of Pukka material. 
In Atrauli (Fazalpur) 28 houses which were surveyed came under 
the categories of Kuchcha house and remaining 02 came under the 
categories of Pukka house. In BijauH (Sihani Faridpur) all 30 household 
came under the categories of Kuchcha house. Again Gonda (Jawar) had 
the same result. All 30 household have Kuchcha house and Gangiri 
(Paraura) have all the 30 household made of Kuchcha material. In Iglas 
(Nanau), 24 household made of Kuchcha and remaining 06 made of 
Pukka houses. 
In Akrabad (Talib nagar), 30 families have interviewed that they all 
had Pukka houses. In Jawan (Salempur), 25 respondents have interviewed 
that they have Kuchcha houses and remaining 05 respondent and Pukka 
houses. In Lodha (Baraula Jafrabad), 26 families have Kuchcha houses 
and remaining 04 families have Pukka houses and lastly Dhanipur 
(Adaun) all the 30 household are made of Kuchcha houses. 
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Housing Condition 
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Income of Woman (Per day): 
In the Tappal (Jalalpur), 12 women have below 50 Rs. of income 
per day and remaining 01 woman had 50-100 Rs. per day. In Chandaus 
(Sabalpur), 10 Muslim women have their daily income below 50 Rs. and 
remaining 15 had 50-100 Rs. daily income. 
In Atrauli (Fazalpur), 03 women had below 50 Rs. of income per 
day, while in Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur), 12 women had interviewed that 
they had their daily income below 50 Rs. per day and remaining 04 
women had been categories into 50-100 Rs. in Gangiri (Paraura), 10 
respondent have their daily income below than 50 Rs., and left out 05 
women had 50-100 Rs. per day of their daily income. 
In Gonda (Salempur), 10 respondents who were all Muslim women 
had their daily income of below 50 Rs. and remaining 04 women have 
50-100 Rs. of their daily income. As in the case of Iglas (Jawar) 08 
women had their daily wages of below 50 Rs. and 06 women categorizes 
their income (in Rs.) 50-100 daily. 
In Akrabad (Nanau), 10 respondent have their daily income which 
categorizes below and under 50 Rs. and remaining 05 have 50-100 Rs. in 
Jawan (Talibnagar), 12 women have their daily income below 50 Rs. and 
01 had 50-100 Rs. of their daily income, and lastly Dhanipur (Adaun) 10 
women had below 50 Rs. of income per day and remaining 05, 50-100 
Rs. per day. 
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Income of Family: 
Out of 30 household surveyed in selected villages of 12 blocks, 
Income of family had been categorized into 3 groups; in Tappal 
(Jalalpur), 15 women had their income below 1500 per month and 
remaining 13 families categorizing their income in between 1500-2500 
p.m. while 02 families above 2500 per month. 
In Chandaus (Sabalpur), 10 families below 1500, 17 families lying 
between the categories of 1500-2500 per month and 03 families above 
2500. While in Khair (Ismailpur), 20 families lying between the category 
of below 1500 and remaining 10 in between 1500-2500 per month. In 
Atrauli (Fazalpur) 12 women had interview that income of family in their 
household Hes below 1500 and 13 famihes Ues between the category of 
1500-2500 per month, and 05 families interviewed that their income is 
above 25000 per month. 
While in Bijauli (Sihani Faridpur) 02 famihes lie below 1500, 20 
among 1500-2500 per month, and remaining 08 above 2500 per month. 
In Gangiri (Paraura) 13 women interviewed that their family income had 
their per month below 1500, 03 families lie between 1500-2500 per 
month and 14 families have their monthly income above 2500 per month. 
Also in Gonda (Salempur) 25 women had their income below 1500 and 
remaining 5 families had their income between 1500-2500 per month. 
Again in Iglas (Jawar) 25 women interviewed that their family 
income is below 1500 and remaining 05 lies between 1500-2500 per 
month. In Akrabad (Nanau), 15 women responds that their family income 
lies below 1500 Rs. and 13 famihes lies between 1500-2500 per month 
and remaining 02 families had their monthly income above 2500 Rs. in 
87 
Jawan (Talibnagar), 10 families interviewed that their monthly income is 
below 1500 Rs. and 17 families lies between 1500-2500 per month. And 
only 03 families had their monthly income above 2500 Rs. in Dhanipur 
(Adaun), 20 families lie between the category of below 1500 Rs. per 
month and remaining 10 families had 1500-2500 per month of their 
income. 
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CoHclMsion an5 Sw^^estiOHS 
CONCLUSION 
Education of women is of paramount importance for the 
development of individuality. It is also an instrument for strengthening 
socially useful skills, habits and attitudes of common citizenship. 
Education is an essential factor in achieving economic 
development, individual development and technical progress and in 
creating a social order founded on the values of freedom, social justice 
and equality of opportunities, to avoid social evils and taboos through 
educating them. 
Education of rural women also assumes great importance to enable 
them to get the fullest benefit of globalization. 
Another important aspect is the knowledge of women's rights. 
Majority of women in our country are unaware of their rights and 
therefore fall easy victims to the social evils. 
Adequate steps has to be initiated at all levels to make women, 
particularly poor and rural women, aware of their various rights so that 
they do not fall easy victims to any kind of social evils. 
The process of empowerment involves, not just an improvement in 
physical and social condition, but also equal participation over resources 
and mechanism for sustain these gains. 
There is considerable evidence of women liberation and 
empowerment. 
The study reveals that socio economic conditions are the major 
determinants of women liberation than the religion. 
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The data illustrates the fact clearly that family structure has an 
association with the participation of women in the decision making 
process as well as the status of women. 
The data indicates a formidable gap between the employment 
eligibility and the employment availability among the educated Muslim, 
particularly in the public sector government employment. 
Most of the Muslim children and the women are nearly the bonded 
labourers who are engage in the skilled works for others entrepreneurs in 
their own houses. Labour reform schemes are urgently needed. 
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SUGGESTIONS 
For the overall socio-economic development, women are employed 
in greater in greater number for earning their livelihood. 
Women are given a required level of skill, education and training 
not only for their employment, but as necessary requirement for their 
independence, freedom and to become a fully developed social and 
cultural being. 
There was a need for adopting an alternative approach to women's 
education particularly for women in the lower socio-economic strata in 
rural women. 
Condensed courses for educating young girls with particular 
emphasis on skill building would be extremely useful in rural areas. 
Voluntary efforts from within the community should be 
encouraged to supplement govemment efforts to achieve these objectives. 
Special efforts should be made to highlight the importance of the 
women's traditional roles to develop better appreciation on the part of 
people in general and to help women develop a better sense of their self 
concept and self confidence. 
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Proposed Plan for Doctoral Research 
The education and empowerment of women is seen as a key avenue tiiat exists 
in nearly all societies. Education and empowerment is an important end in itself 
and it is also a term strategy for advancing nation progress. 
The proposed plan for Doctoral Research of Women Education and 
Empowerment in Aligarh District, would be designed basically on the 
geographic norms. District is proposed as the unit for the study based on 
secondary source of data. However, this analysis cannot give all the details 
which are required in the proposed research. Therefore, some of the relevant 
material will be collected from the primary sources to get the validity of 
secondary sources. For the data processing standard and simple statistical 
techniques will be drawn for the clear representation of sunmiarized data. The 
proposed tentative plan for doctoral research is given below: 
• Introduction 
• Aims and objectives 
• Data base 
The data will be collected both from primary and secondary sources. The study 
is mainly based on primary sources. 
Data from primary sources will collect through: 
1. Survey of the study area 
2. Questionnaires based on interview will conduct with the respondents 
Data from secondary sources will be collect principally from various bulletins 
of offices. 
i. Nagar Nigam Office, AHgarh 
ii. Seminar Library, Department of Geography, 
ill. Maulana Azad Libraray, A.M.U., Aligarh. 
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Methodology: 
To examine the socio-economic condition of women and is based on the 
following methods. 
• Questionnaire will prepare to collect the relevant information like 
location of the study area for collecting comprehensive information 
about, the women education and empowerment and their socio-
condition. 
• Simple statistical technique has been applied for the analysis of primary 
and secondary data collected from field survey and from various 
agencies. 
• The advanced cartographic technique will be used to visual 
interpretation. 
The investigation will be carried out under the following heads. 
— Introduction 
— Concepts of Women Education And Empowerment. 
— Determinants of Women Education and Empowerment. 
— Data base and methodology 
— The Study Area 
— Conclusion and Suggestion 
— Bibliography 
— Appendix 
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APPENDIX! 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
Topic: Dimensions of Muslim Women Education and Empowerment in 
Aligarh District 
Block Name Name of the Village/Tehsil Date 
Respondent Profile 
1. Name Age 
2. Educational Status (a) Educated (b) Uneducated 
If Educated then, 
(a) Primary (b) Middle (c) High 
School (d) 10+2 (e) Islamic 
Education 
(A) Family Structure/Size 
1. Total Member in Household 
(a) >4 (b)3-5 (c)<5 
2. Is there any working woman in your family? 
(a) Housewife (b) Working women 
If yes, than what type of work 
(a) Washing utensils (b) Collection of 
Polythene 
(c) Working in any factory. 
(B) HOUSING CONDITION 
1. Type of House (a) Kutcha... 
(b)Pucca 
(c) Thatched. 
(C) ECONOMIC CONDITION 
1. Income of Women (Per day) (a) Below 50 Rs.. 
(b)50-100Rs 
(c) Above 100 Rs. 
2. Income of Family (per day) (a) Below 1500 Rs. 
(b) 1500-2500 Rs... 
(c) Above 2500 Rs. 
Any other remark. 
Date. Sign of Invigilator 
Appendix-II 
Number of sampled villages and household of Muslim women in Aligarh 
District. 
S.No 
• 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
Name of 
Block 
1 
Tappal 
Chandaus 
Khair 
Atrauli 
Bijauli 
Gangiri 
Gonda 
Iglas 
Akrabad 
Jawan 
Lodha 
Dhanipur 
Number of 
Sampled Villages 
2 
Name of 
Villages 
3 
Jalalpur 
Sabalpur 
Ismailpur 
Fazalpur 
Sihani Faridpur 
Paraura 
Salempur 
Jawar 
Nanau 
Talib Nagar 
Baraula 
Jafrabad 
Adaun 
No. of 
Household 
Sampled 
4 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
Source: Based on Field Survey (2008) 
